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Sales/Use/Indirect:
Washington BTA Says Internet Radio Service Provider Qualifies for Radio
Broadcaster Sales Tax Exemption

Docket No. 22-013, Wash. Bd. of Tax App. (1/3/25). Granting summary judgment for an internet radio service
provider, the Washington Board of Tax Appeals (Board) held that the provider’s subscription internet radio
service was eligible for Washington’s retail sales tax exemption for sales of audio programming by a radio
broadcaster under Rev. Code of Wash. section 82.08.0208(5) and WAC 458-20-15503(509) even though the
internet service gave the buyer access to some on-demand programming along with the live-streamed
programming. Based on the undisputed facts, the Board found that during the 2014 through 2017 tax periods
at issue, the provider’s internet radio service was a “regular” programming service that provided its
subscribers limited access to some on-demand content at no additional charge. Under these facts, the Board
concluded that the provider’s subscription internet streaming service was exempt from Washington retail sales
tax because the amount it charged its internet radio subscribers was not a “specific charge” for providing
access to “a library of programs at any time” within the meaning of Rev. Code of Wash. section
82.08.0208(5)(b) and WAC 458-20-15503(509). Please contact us with any questions.

URL: https://apps.bta.wa.gov/Decision%20PDF/Formal%20Dockets/22-013.pdf
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