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Property:
Ohio Board of Tax Appeals Holds that COVID-19 Pandemic Impacted TY 2020
Hotel Valuation

Case No. 2022-341, Ohio Bd. of Tax App. (3/5/25). In a case involving the property tax valuation of a hotel for
tax year 2020, the Ohio Board of Tax Appeals (Board) sided with the owner’s lower valuation that emphasized
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and agreed that the locality’s appraisal “failed to fully consider the
impact of the pandemic and relied on speculative data.” In doing so, the Board explained that the Ohio
General Assembly expressly enacted legislation [see S.B. 57 (2021) and State Tax Matters, Issue 2021-17, for
more details on this legislation] to “provide a special procedure for challenging values because the pandemic
could have affected values.” According to the Board, the locality’s appraisal which utilized a stabilization
method glossed over the pandemic and treated its economic impact as “a blip on the screen to be ignored”
The Board also explained that the locality’s appraisal heavily relied on projections for several years into the
future “without adequate support,” agreeing with the property owner that such “speculation likely led to an
overly optimistic income projection.” Please contact us with any questions.
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