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Property:
Utah Supreme Court Says Pandemic Was Not an Access Interruption Event that
Triggered Reduced Valuation

Case No. 20220345, Utah (3/7/24). In a case brought forth by various businesses operating retail and
hospitality-related enterprises in Utah seeking downward adjustments to the fair market value of their
respective properties for tax year 2020 under Utah'’s “access interruption statute,” the Utah Supreme Court
agreed with the Utah State Tax Commission that because the COVID-19 pandemic was not an enumerated
qualifying event under the statute — nor was it sufficiently similar to an enumerated event as promulgated by
administrative rule — the taxpayers could not invoke the statute to seek adjustments to the fair market value
assessments of their properties. The various taxpayers had unsuccessfully claimed that the COVID-19
pandemic and its attendant government-imposed restrictions caused access interruption in accordance with
Utah Code section 59-2-1004.6, entitling them to adjustments in the fair market values of their properties.
Please contact us with any questions.

URL: https://legacy.utcourts.gov/opinions/supopin/Miller%20Theatres%20v.%20Tax%20Commission20240307.pdf
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This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited
(“DTTL”), its global network of member firms or their related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte
organization”) is, by means of this communication, rendering professional advice or services. Before
making any decision or taking any action that may affect your finances or your business, you should consult
a qualified professional adviser.

No representations, warranties or undertakings (express or implied) are given as to the accuracy or
completeness of the information in this communication, and none of DTTL, its member firms, related
entities, employees or agents shall be liable or responsible for any loss or damage whatsoever arising
directly or indirectly in connection with any person relying on this communication. DTTL and each of its
member firms, and their related entities, are legally separate and independent entities.
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